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Reporting on constraints and gaps, and related finance, technology and capacity building needs and 

support received for Country X  

 

Mock Exercise 

From the following background information provided on Country X, prepare a constraints and gaps 

chapter. Note that country X is located in East Africa. 

Discuss in your group on challenges faced during mock exercise and identifying best practices and report 

back to plenary 

Background information 

Country X is facing serious challenges and encountering constraints and gaps to report to the required 

standards and frequency to the UNFCCC. Despite notable progress on the shift from outsourcing to in-

house reporting, the country is not ready to complete this exercise on a stand-alone basis. Thus, further 

strengthening of the capacity of national experts was undertaken during the preparation of the current 

BUR to enable them overcome the constraints and gaps. This process will continue with the preparation 

of future reports, including the national communications, and it is expected that constraint removal and 

filling of gaps will progress more rapidly in the medium and longer terms. To achieve this, national 

investments will continue, the institutional arrangements will be further enhanced but sustained 

support will be needed from the bilateral and multilateral partners, and donor institutions to hasten the 

process. 

In particular, implementation of mitigation actions remains a major challenge for the Country X when 

taking stock of the multiple barriers and difficulties being confronted to in various areas. Weaknesses 

exist at the institutional, organizational and individual levels over and above financial and technology 

transfers needs, especially at a time when the country is being seriously affected by a drought running 

into its fourth consecutive year. There is a need to create the enabling environment in the country. 

Barriers must be removed to speed up the process of implementation of mitigation projects while 

enhancing further work on new mitigation measures and preparation of project proposals thereon for 

funding. Country X has high expectations on the ratification of the Paris Agreement and sincerely hopes 

that the pledges will become reality soon and needs will be fulfilled by the Annex I Parties for it to start 

implementing the identified mitigation and adaptation projects. 

In 2016, Country X was a beneficiary of technical support from the UNEP/UNDP Global Support Program 

(GSP) on NCs, BURs and INDCs. This support was in form of a national training workshop on use of 2006 

IPCC Guidelines for National Greenhouse Gas Inventories, whereby a national team of 45 participated in 

the training. GSP provided support to Country X by sponsoring 2 participants to attend a four day INDC 

Dialogue workshop in Tunis, Tunisia. Country X was also funded by GSP to send 2 participants to attend 

a three day MRV training workshop in Togo. A total of 5 GHG inventory experts are currently attending 

an online training course on GHG inventory preparation, sponsored by GSP at USD 400 per participant. 
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While the capacity assistance from GSP has been useful, in the absence of specific support as requested 

in the BUR1, Country X is at a standstill and has not progressed significantly on furthering technical and 

capacity building. Conscious of this situation, the country invested in capacity building of national 

experts for reporting to the Convention within the grant availed by the GEF. However, this is only 

marginal and for reporting only while enhancing of technical and capacity building for implementation 

of mitigation projects remain a void that should be filled urgently. An updated list of the technical and 

capacity building needs is required. 

Some of the areas that are regarded as being critical for capacity development include preparation of 

BUR (enhanced coordination), generating missing activity data, computing emissions, undertaking 

Uncertainty analysis in the preparation of GHG inventory, use of satellite imageries and producing 

reliable land cover land use maps and generating land use changes over time for enhancing the quality 

of AFOLU sector in GHG inventory. For these activities, there some limited capacity building work is 

ongoing using funds from the government. 

Planned activities for which funding has not been secured include development of institutional 

arrangement for MRV, training on mitigation analysis and assessment of outcomes of mitigation actions, 

Natural gas to electricity project, fuel switching to LPG for motor vehicles, reduction of distribution 

losses in the electricity network, energy audits in industries, promotion of reforestation and 

afforestation, Wind power electricity generation, fuel switching to reduce fuelwood consumption; 

Wastewater treatment, traffic monitoring and composting abattoir sludge. 

Substantial funding is required to enable Country X meet its reporting obligations and implement the 

Convention. The appropriate funding amounts and timing are important features to take into 

consideration when these actions, especially the implementation aspect, are aligned with the country’s 

development strategy and agenda. Country X, as a developing country, faces serious difficult challenges 

to feed its population and provide it with the minimum requirements for a decent livelihood. As such, 

the country will not be able to allocate adequate funding to meet the climate change agenda, even if 

this is of prime importance to it. 

On technology transfer, Country X has a wide inventory of identified needs. However, Country X is still 

trying level of support required for most of the technology transfer activities. Activities for which 

quantification has been made, whereby government should be able to fund at least 45% of capital 

required, include In-depth Technology Needs Assessments for mitigation (USD 1M) and; Barrier removal 

for RE technology transfer (USD 100,000). Unquantified technology transfer activities include wind 

power electricity generation plan; Fuel switching to reduce fuelwood consumption; Wastewater 

treatment, and; Traffic monitoring. 
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